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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 October 2003 . 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-24 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Korngiebel et al. (5,416,914) in further in view of Gallo (US App. 10/678,892). 

As per claims 1-4, 9-12, 17-20, Korngiebel teaches an automated data storage 
library system which may be composed of multiple storage frames/modules, comprising 
multiple storage shelves/racks, comprising storage cells/locations for storage media 
(see figure 1-11 column 2 lines 18-31), and accessed as required as a sub-component 
of a logical library comprised of an arbitrary set of arbitrarily located potentially dissimilar 
storage media (see figures 13-14, column 3 lines 36-48), thereby implying that their 
logical addressing and/or association with an arbitrary logical library need not be 
restricted as a function of their physical location; but does not explicitly teach that such 
media logical shelf/location addresses may be allocated sequentially within the group of 
similar media types. However Gallo teaches within the "Background of the Invention" 
section that it is understood as prior art that "Storage shelf addresses are typically 
assigned in a sequential order as storage shelves are encountered within each frame" 
(see page 2 lines 15-16). Therefore it is considered obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art to combine the two, for the benefit of assigning unique sequential logical address 
to each storage shelf (and presumably media cells/locations) as may be desired without 
concern for which frame/module they may physically reside. 

As per claims 5, 13 and 21, being correspondingly dependant on claim 1, 9, or 
17; Korngiebel further teaches that the aforementioned movable storage media may 
correspondingly labeled with optical bar-code labels such that they may be identified 
and cataloged with the aid of an automated robotic accessor/armature equipped with a 
corresponding sensor such that they may be associated with a physical location (see 
figures 11-12, column 3 lines 1-12), but does not explicitly teach that a media storage 
frame may be itself considered to be a mobile storage container and correspondingly so 
labeled and identified. However within such a storage system, it is considered as being 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to correspondingly label any container which 
may be both mobile and contain storage media as taught by Korngiebel, for the benefit 
of both its identification, and subsequent utilization. 

As per claims 6-8, 14-16 and 22-24, being correspondingly dependant on claim 
1 , 9 or 17, Korngiebel further teaches that the aforementioned storage media may be 
configured into logical libraries where each may be composed of one or more storage 
frames configured for the same media type; where a directory identifying the type of 
storage media stored within a frame/module and correspondingly their addressed 
locations within a storage frame/module's shelf/rack (see figures 13-14, column 3 lines 
36-48); but does not explicitly teach the prior determination of addressable storage 
media locations. However as their determination is obviously necessary as a 
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prerequisite to their utilization, it is considered obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to first determine a storage system's location's addressable storage locations prior to 
associating a physical storage media with them. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul W. Schlie whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6765. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu 8:00-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Kim can be reached on 517-272-4182. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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